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50. International transfer is not permitted before a player’s eighteenth
(18) birthday, except in special cases as decided by the Secretary
General after examination of the matter with the member
federations and, if necessary, with the clubs and the player
concerned. The Secretary General may request any documents
deemed necessary in order to determine whether the transfer falls
under article 3-51 or 3-52 below.”
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Young Players — Special Cases
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51. If the proposed transfer is not linked to basketball, the transfer may
be authorised.

52. If the proposed transfer is linked to basketball, the following criteria
shall be taken into account when making the decision on the
authorisation of the transfer:

a. The player’s new club shall guarantee adequate academic
and/or school and/or vocational training which prepares him
for a career after his career as a professional player.

b. The new club shall provide appropriate basketball training in
order to develop and/or further the player’s career as a
professional player.

c. The new club shall demonstrate that it conducts an appropriate
training programme for young players of the nationality of the
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53.

club’s home country.

d. The new club shall make a contribution to a Solidarity Fund
established by FIBA to support the development of young
players.

e. The young player, his parents, the new club, and the new
national member federation shall declare in writing that, until
his eighteenth (18) birthday, the player will make himself
available for his home country’s national team and, if necessary,
for the preparation time as well as for training camps provided
that they do not interfere with school activities.

f. The transfer does not disrupt the player’s schooling.

Not more than five (5) outward transfers of players under the age

of eighteen (18) can be approved in any one year from any one

national member federation; similarly, not more than ten (10)

such transfers inward can be approved for any one national

member federation. These restrictions relate only to transfers
linked to basketball, apply separately to male and female players
and shall be based on the order in which transfer requests were
received by FIBA. National member federations have the right to
withdraw a transfer request for a young player before FIBA issues

a decision on the matter.

54. In transfer cases linked to basketball where the player lives close to

the border, as determined by FIBA on a case by case basis, FIBA
may waive the contribution to the Solidarity Fund and not include
such transfers in the total inward/outward number of transfers of
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the national member federations involved. Any subsequent
national transfer of the player before his eighteenth (18) birthday,
requires approval by FIBA and shall be included in the
inward/outward number of transfers.

Where the transfer has been approved under article 3-52 the new
club and the club of origin shall agree on a compensation for the
development of the young player. In case they are unable to agree
on such compensation the Secretary General shall fix a reasonable
compensation. Such compensation shall be based primarily, but
not solely, on the investments made by the club(s) that have
contributed to the development of the player and shall take into
account the aspects as per article 3-52.

At or after the player’s eighteenth (18) birthday, the club of origin,
i.e. the club or other organisation for which he is licensed at his
eighteenth (18) birthday (the “club of origin”), has the right to
sign the first contract with the young player.

Such contract shall be in written form and respect the laws of the
country and of the federation of origin. It shall have a minimum
duration of one (1) year and a maximum duration of four (4)
years. A copy of such contract shall be submitted to the Secretary
General who shall keep it on a confidential basis.

Should the player refuse to sign such contract and elect to move to
a new club in another country, the two clubs shall agree on a
compensation sum to be paid as per article 3-62 and inform FIBA.
In the event that the clubs are unable to agree on the
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compensation within two (2) weeks of the date on which a letter
of clearance for the player in question was first requested by the
new club’s federation, either club has the right to request that the
compensation be determined by FIBA. Such request has to be
made in writing within four (4) weeks of the date on which a letter
of clearance for the player in question was first requested by the
new club’s federation.

60. The decision as per article 3-59 shall be taken by the Secretary

General who may hear the two clubs and/or federations involved
and/or the player if he deems it appropriate.

61. The player shall not be allowed to play for his new club until the

compensation agreed upon by the two clubs (article 3-58) or
determined by the Secretary General (articles 3-59 and 3-60) has
been paid as per article 3-62. In the event that an appeal is filed
against the decision of the Secretary General, the player shall be
allowed to play for his new club as soon as the sum of
compensation determined by the Secretary General has been paid
into an account of FIBA or the FIBA Zone where it will be held in
escrow until the decision on the compensation is final.

62. The compensation sum shall be based primarily, but not solely, on

the investments made by the club(s) that have contributed to the
development of the player. It shall be paid to the national member
federation of origin which will decide on how to re-distribute the
compensation sum among the clubs that have contributed to the
development of the player according to specific provisions that the
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national member federation has officially adopted. Such
provisions shall be drafted in a way to respect the principle of
protection of clubs forming young players.

FIBA is to be informed of the compensation in all cases where

compensation is agreed.

Upon expiration of the contract as per article 3-57 above, the
player is free to move where he wishes without any
compensation being due.

Member federations are invited to prepare similar regulations for

their internal, i.e. national, transfer systems.

Unless provided otherwise, any decision related to articles 3-50 to

3-64 shall be the competence of the Secretary General.
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